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SPRING EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Lemhi County Extension Office 

200 Fulton Street, Room #203 – Salmon, ID 83467 

Wednesday, April 9, 2025 – 8:00AM (MDT)  

  
 Attendance – Officers & Executive Board: 

   
  Chair – Mike Ottley     Vice Chair – Denise Helsley  

  Secretary – Chase Youngdahl   Treasurer – Sharayh Krantz 

  Past Chair – Mitch Whitmill  

  Region 1 – Dave Wenk, rep    Region 2 – Alan Martinson, rep 

  Region 3 – Steve Anderson, rep   Region 4 – Terry Lee, rep 

  Region 5 – Travis Ashby, rep      Region 6 – Bryce Fowler, rep 

  

 Attendance – Others:  

 
 Jason Parker (Region 4 alternate), Cody Clyde (Region 5 alternate), Brett Plummer (Region 6  

  alternate), Kari Allred (Boise County), Scott Dunning (Idaho County), Bill Hargrave (Shoshone  

  County), Bo Billman (Clark County), Jeremey Varley (ISDA), Jeffrey Pettingill (Alligare) 

   

 

Chairman Ottley called the meeting to order at 8:00AM & went around the table for introductions 

 

Reports 
Minutes from Winter Executive Board Meeting:  Motion by Alan to approve the minutes of the winter 

 executive board meeting as presented, dated January 27, 2025, second by Terry.  Motion carries unanimous.  

 No further discussion.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Alan presented the financial report dated April 3, 2025 with a total account balance of 

 $19,926.33, and a regular fund balance of $12,751.33.  Actual FY25 expenses $4,606.55.  Alan pointed out 

 that the final pending income, Caribou County dues, has been paid to IAC but has not been transferred to the 

 IANWCS account just yet.  He also mentioned that IAC has deducted their service fee for the year, and that 

 all expenses tied to the annual meeting have been reconciled, which will conclude his involvement with the 
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 association’s finances.  Motion by Terry to approve the current financial report as presented, second by 

 Dave.  Further discussion – Alan said that he will convene with Sharayh at the conclusion of the meeting to 

 hand off all of  the Treasurer documents.  Motion carries unanimous.  

*Region 5 alternate, Cody Clyde, entered the meeting at 8:10AM* 

INWCA Update:  Dave reported on last week’s board meeting, where vacancies were filled and appointed, 

 including the addition of a new member, John Paul Culligan of Nutrien, to the Statewide-At-Large position 

 vacated by Chase, who took the District 1 position vacated by Alan who termed off the board.  He further 

 explained that John Franson will fill the Vice-President position for 1 year while concurrently holding the 

 remainder of the Allied Industries position.  Also, Terry Lee termed off the board, and the USFS position 

 will remain vacant for the time being due to Carol Randall’s retirement and no committed individuals 

 identified to fill the position.  Dave then reported that the 2026 conference will return to the Riverside and 

 that it will likely stick with two breakout sessions on the second day rather than three due to having received 

 positive reviews from that format in 2025, in addition to saving the organization some money.  Chase 

 reported on the two pieces of relevant legislation that the organization had supported—H166 and H303, 

 which both failed to advance.  He explained that H166 was the legislation pertaining to electronic noticing of 

 all statutorily required public notices through a module on the State Controller’s website in lieu of running in 

 a newspaper of record, and that it passed the House, but the Senate State Affairs Committee Chairman held it 

 in the drawer and never gave the gave the bill a hearing on the senate side.  He went on to explain that H303 

 was the 2025 iteration of the product labeling liability bill, which was printed, but there ended up not being 

 an appetite in either chamber to hear it.  Dave concluded the report by stating that PBI Gordon has solicited 

 support from the organization by asking for a letter to elected officials to stop ‘product dumping’, which has 

 reportedly resulted in Corteva having a monopoly on raw materials used to manufacture 2,4-D in the U.S. 

SNWAC (Statewide Noxious Weed Advisory Committee) Update:  Jeremey Varley reported little activity 

 with this committee recently due to some organizational issues with the Department of Ag having lowered 

 this on the priority list, but stated that a meeting should be forthcoming due to anticipated petitions for 

 opening the noxious weed rule.  Alan asked if Palmer Amaranth is expected to be petitioned again, to which 

 Jeremey replied that he has only heard of Cheatgrass and Ventenata as potential repeat petitions.  Jeremey 

 expanded, and explained that the seed purity rule will be open for ZBR (zero-based rulemaking) and that 

 Palmer Amaranth could be discussed in the context of that particular rule during the associated meetings.  

 Dave inquired about the possibility of adding a policy maker position to the committee, to which Jeremey 

 replied that he thinks that could be a possibility, but mentioned that since Covid has subsided, it’s becoming 

 more difficult to get consistent participation from other stakeholders.  He then said that such a 

 recommendation should come from this association in the form of a letter to the Director for consideration.  

Website Update:  Chase reported having updated the 2025 slate of officers and posted both the 2024 

 Superintendent of the Year (Bo Billman) and the approved 2024 fall executive board meeting minutes.  He 

 further reported having added recent job listings and having deleted filled position listings.  He closed by 

 requesting that board members look at the contacts page(s) to confirm that their provided email address is the 

 most current alias, and to notify him if it is not.  Mike requested that Chase reach out to the full membership 

 on this matter.  

Regional Updates: 

Region 1 – Dave introduced former Kootenai County Superintendent & USFS Invasive Weeds Tech, Bill 

 Hargrave, as the new Shoshone County Superintendent.  Chase passed along that he will be hosting a 

 recertification seminar for 3 credits on April 23 in Bonner County.  

Region 2 – Alan announced that Joe Slichter took early retirement and introduced Scott Dunning as the new 

 Idaho County Superintendent.  He reported no other changes with personnel in the region at this time.  

 Jeremey mentioned that he is scheduled to meet with Idaho County Commissioners regarding the 

 coordination of Turkish Thistle surveys in order to gain a clearer scope of the issue so as to assist Idaho 

 County with a 5-year management plan.  
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Region 3 – Steve reported having hired two new employees, and only has one vacancy currently in Valley 

 County.  He further reported that he’s working on assembling new application equipment.  Kari reported that 

 Boise County lost their Superintendent following a short stint from Paul Rekow’s successor, and that she’s 

 filling in as the interim.  She explained that it has been a split time position, where the Superintendent serves 

 as the department head for both Solid Waste & Noxious Weeds, but that the commissioners approved her 

 request to separate the positions, and is hopeful that an individual who currently serves in the Noxious 

 Weeds Department will be selected as the new Superintendent.  Kari closed by stating that she intends on 

 retiring later this year.  Steve further reported that the Gem County position is once again vacant due to Matt 

 Wolter moving out of the area.  He also reported that other personnel in the region remains the same, but he 

 passed along concerns from Adam Schroeder in Ada County regarding the format change with the NWFF 

 Inspector Training having not included the NAISMA portion of the training, leaving individuals to pursue 

 that portion on their own.  Jeremey addressed that issue by explaining that the ISDA could not secure 

 answers to their fees/payments question in time for this year’s training.  He’s hopeful that they will secure a 

 payment process with NAISMA for their fees so that they can resume the state/NAISMA combined training 

 in the future.  Some general discussion regarding NAISMA ensued.     

Region 4 – Terry had nothing new to report regarding region personnel.  Mike reported having secured a new 

 full-time position in Cassia County.  Denise mentioned that she is looking to implement alternating days with 

 staff among Gooding, Jerome & Lincoln Counties.  Seasonal pay rates was discussed briefly. 

Region 5 – Travis had nothing new to report regarding region personnel.   

Region 6 – Bryce reported that personnel in the region recently held their annual regional meeting, in 

 addition to a meeting with ITD.  He further reported recruitment issues with seasonal staff. 

General Business 

ISDA Updates & Changes:  Jeremey began his report with a licensing brief, stating that he had recently 

 taken the RP (Regulatory Pest) exam and reported it as being a basic, straightforward 50 question test that’s 

 mostly focused on label interpretation.  He confirmed that this category covers government employees for 

 most pesticide applications.  He also reported that the Pesticide Use rule will open for ZBR.  Scott asked 

 about reciprocity with Montana, where he is currently licensed.  Jeremey responded that he’s not so sure that 

 credits will transfer over to Idaho, but that the license should be recognized—he referred him to the Ag 

 Resources Division for a full answer. 

Staffing – Jeremey then addressed his recent position change, from Noxious Weeds Section Manager to 

 Chief Treatment Engineer.  He said that will include overseeing all pesticide treatments in the department, 

 from Japanese Beetle, to Avian Flu, to Zebra/Quagga Mussels & Noxious Weeds.  He will still manage the 

 CWMA Cost Share Program, but is no longer supervising personnel.  Reorganization of the Invasive 

 Species Bureau is still a work in progress, but he believes that the plan is to have an east/west split in the 

 state regarding management of noxious weeds & invasive species, and that the role of the regional specialists 

 will remain the same for now.    

Noxious Weed Free Forage – Jeremey touched on the NAISMA training component of the program, and 

 mentioned that the fee issue revolved around the state’s financial application mechanism, LUMA, and that 

 they could not secure how billing would work logistically this year, but hopes to have it ironed out for 2026.  

 He stated that the Noxious Weeds/Invasive Species rule is not scheduled to be open for ZBR this year, but 

 is anticipated to open due to petition(s). 

Cost Share – Jeremey reported that 2024 close-outs have been delayed, mostly due to LUMA, but he pointed 

 out that it’s not only CWMA’s that are affected by this process, but to all contracts statewide.  He is hopeful 

 that 2025 award letters are issued next week for the 2025 cycle.  He gave a heads up that 

 payments/disbursements could look different this year than what we’re used to, but is hoping to adhere to our 

 stated needs during the review panel discussions related to fiscal year disbursement timing.   

Projects – Jeremey reported that the primary state noxious weed project of note at this time is for Eurasian 

 Watermilfoil in Payette Lake, Valley County. 
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Mapping – Jeremey reported that GIS Specialist, Saul Teska, left the department in December for a position 

 with Fish & Game, so the rollout of the statewide noxious weed mapping update has been delayed due to 

 getting new staff up to speed on the project.  He hopes to make a final review of the inventory hub soon, at 

 which point they will pass along to the counties for editing. 

Railroads – Jeremey reported that a legislator had initiated a conversation about coordination with railroads 

 on noxious weed control, and is currently scoping interest in facilitating a stakeholder meeting this year.  He 

 point out that railroads are federally deeded rights-of-way and are therefore not subjected to the full force of 

 the Idaho noxious weed statute, so it’s tricky, but said that action is still needed and should be coordinated.  

 Discussion on jurisdiction and land ownerships followed.  There was also discussion on the procedural setup 

 to be an account vendor to do business with railroads.  Jeremey requested specific information from the 

 Noxious Weed Superintendents on this matter; focus areas, overall scope of the problem and actual noxious 

 weeds of concern/priority.  Chase agreed to send a poll to the general membership requesting this info. 

General Discussion – Chase inquired about the accountability behind LUMA and the associated service 

 delays.  Jeremey responded that the system is housed in the State Controller’s Office.  Mike inquired about 

 lab analysis contacts to confirm his Cypress Spurge.  Some discussion on NAISMA occurred.  Chase 

 thanked Jeremey for his contribution to the Lake Pend Oreille Aquatic Noxious Weeds/Invasive Species 

 town hall meeting in Sandpoint.   

 

Chairman Ottley called a recess at 9:36AM 

 

Chairman Ottley resumed the meeting at 9:49AM 

 

Palmer Amaranth Update:  Mike reported that he was contacted about a task force that met in Twin Falls 

 regarding this.  His summary of the task force meeting was that stakeholders agreed with a noxious weed 

 listing not being a realistic route, but that they might pursue some kind of regulation via the seed purity rule.  

 The task force reportedly is requesting that Noxious Weed Superintendents incorporate awareness of the 

 issues caused by Palmer Amaranth in their educational efforts as it related to production Ag interference.  It 

 was brought up that the IWAC submitted a cost share request last year for funding to educate sugar beet 

 growers on Palmer Amaranth, but that the request was denied.  It was also mentioned that Dr. Albert 

 Adjeswoir is the leading expert on Palmer Amaranth in Idaho, and a solid resource.  

Federal Partners Discussion:  Mike requested a letter from our association in a joint effort with the 

 INWCA to federal decision makers to express how important on-the-ground noxious weed crews are amid 

 federal cuts.  General discussion on federal contracts ensued.  Motion by Alan to sign on to a letter with 

 INWCA to U.S. Representatives/Senators, Secretaries of the Departments of Agriculture & Interior, as well 

 as regional USFS & BLM offices, second by Terry.  Further discussion – it was reminded how important it is 

 not to lose a single year of mitigation efforts in order to not fall behind the 8-ball.  Motion carries 

 unanimous. 

Noxious Weed Listings, Criteria Document:  Chase & Alan presented the most recent draft of a decision 

 tree document intended to serve as a guideline for the executive board when asked to weigh in on noxious 

 weed listing petitions.  This was first presented at both the winter executive board meeting as well as the 

 annual meeting.  The idea was generated by Adam Schroeder following last year’s rulemaking cycle when 

 our association was providing recommendations on the Palmer Amaranth & Myrtle Spurge listing petitions, 

 and several questions were debated during the process with varying perspectives.  The purpose of a 

 document of this nature is to streamline decision making.  Alan & Chase added to and formatted Adam’s 

 draft document and solicited feedback.  A few suggestions were made—university input, and some 

 disclaimer language (guideline only).  Chase agreed to incorporate the suggested additions and present at the 

 next executive board meeting for re-review and possible adoption. 

 



 

IANWCS SPRING EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING – April 9, 2025 

 

Revised Board Duties/Timelines:  Alan briefed the board on a revised version of this document, which had 

 not been updated since 2020.  He explained having separated out the secretary & treasurer position duties 

 and making general cleanup, such as adjusting acronyms to align with the ‘noxious’ addition to the 

 association name.  Chase added that he proofed and edited the document as well; removing references to 

 defunct boards & committees and adjusting some of the timelines to more accurately reflect current 

 practices.  No comments were provided.  Motion by Alan to approve the revised document as presented, 

 second by Bryce.  Motion carries unanimous.  No further discussion.     

Endangered Species Update:  Chase briefed the board on the EPA Bulletins Live Two, which is a map that 

 displays PULAs (Pesticide Use Limitation Areas) for any given area in the United States.  He explained that 

 you select the month of the planned pesticide treatment from a dropdown box as well as the EPA registration 

 number of the planned chemistry of use to see if a PULA exists in the area of treatment.  He further 

 explained that the database is not very populated yet, but it is something to continually monitor.  He went on 

 to say that the Idaho Governor’s Office of Species Conservation website lists and describes all documented 

 endangered, threatened and petitioned species in the state of Idaho—plants, animals and pollinators.  He 

 closed the briefing by passing along that the US Fish & Wildlife Service’s petition to list the Monarch 

 Butterfly as a threatened species has had the public comment period extended to the middle of May.  His 

 understanding of a threatened species listing is that it provided more flexibility than the rigid listing as an 

 endangered species.  An example would be that there could be tax incentives provided to farmers & ranchers 

 for dedicating portions of their land to Monarch Butterfly habitat (Showy Milkweed gardens), but no 

 restrictions that would interrupt regular operations of the farms & ranches.      

Capitol Tour Review:  Board members debriefed on our day at the Capitol, which substituted our traditional 

 Day 2 of the annual meeting.  It was recommended to, at minimum, make a legislative luncheon routine.  

 Travis mentioned that he engaged with his new legislator at the luncheon where they discussed noxious 

 weeds on railroad property.  Brett mentioned that his legislator knew nothing about a county noxious weed 

 function, and he spent the whole luncheon explaining our job.  Kari suggested providing basic information 

 on a notecard to give to the sergeant-of-arms to distribute to the legislators next time we go to the Capitol in 

 order to receive recognition from the floor.  Jeffrey suggested that we develop a “white paper” with our key 

 points as something that’s easy to hand off to legislators.  Scott mentioned that including our association’s 

 mission statement on such a document would be helpful.  It was noted that the reviews were by & large 

 positive on the concept of a Capitol tour.   

New Business 

Retirement Gifts:  Mike wanted guidance from the board for retiring Superintendents, of which there is two 

 in this fiscal year.  Alan briefed the board on the history of this practice, and explained that it started as a 

 show of appreciation to significant contributors to the association.  Some discussion on how individuals are 

 selected to receive a gift or not followed.  The consensus seemed to lean towards a case-by-case basis.  Dave 

 suggested adding to the retirement gifts line item in our budget.  Mike pointed out that these gifts should be 

 hand delivered as opposed to being mailed.  Motion by Alan to award Joe Slichter (recently retired) and 

 Mitch Whitmill (retiring later this spring) retirement gifts of $200 cash each, second by Terry.  Motion 

 carries  unanimous.  No further discussion.  

Annual Meeting Venues:  Chase presented an informational sheet to the board on potential venues for our 

 2026 annual meeting.  Included were the College of Western Idaho-Nampa, the University of Idaho-Boise, 

 the Idaho Fish & Game Southwest Regional Office-Nampa and the Canyon County Administration Building-

 Caldwell.  Info presented included cost (if applicable), meeting space descriptions and pros/cons of each 

 venue for the board to consider.  General discussion followed.  Some members expressed interest in 

 returning to the ISDA meeting space due to convenience & familiarity, while other members expressed 

 opposition due to the space being uncomfortable and rundown feeling.  Some members questioned paying 

 for the use of the University venues when free options exist.  Some expressed interest in utilizing the 

 Riverside, but it was explained that our budget would not support a hotel as our venue due to the requirement 
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 for using their catering for meals & refreshments.  There was a request to research the Fish & Game facility 

 further  and gather finer points related to table space, meal logistics and venue availability.  Chase agreed to 

 gather such info and follow-up at the next meeting. 

IAC Summer Meeting:  Chase told the board that he confirmed a 30 minute slot on the agenda for this 

 meeting, which is taking place in Coeur d’Alene June 3-5.  They haven’t provided conference details just 

 yet, but he stated that Gracee Gorrell, the events coordinator for IAC, has been responsive and 

 accommodating.  Chase mentioned that he has developed framework for a presentation. 

Fall Executive Board Meeting Location:  The board was reminded that we had selected October 1 as the 

 date, but had left the location TBD in Regions 1, 2 or 3 per our updated Policies document.  Steve 

 volunteered to host in Donnelly, where the meeting could occur at the city hall and reasonable lodging could 

 be accommodated.  Steve agreed to look into availability and follow up with the officers.   

Miscellaneous Business/Open Discussion:   

*Alan wanted to close the loop on a previous proposal to provide Patxi with some kind of gift to show our 

 appreciation for all of the assistance that he provides our association as the sister organization to the 

 INWCA.  Items were discussed, and what we thought would not violate any bribery laws being that he has 

 worked with us in a lobbying capacity.  The consensus was a Thank You card, with a hand written note and 

 signed by all of the officers and executive board members.  

*Mitch reported that he would be submitting a petition in order to open the noxious weed rule for discussion 

 on adopting the full NAISMA noxious weed free products on the Idaho MOU—which includes standards for 

 gravel, mulch and compost.  Discussion on general standards and federal highway projects followed.  

 Jeremey told Mitch that he should consider an associated fee schedule for the inspector, to which Mitch 

 responded that he intends on working with NAISMA staff on recommendations for service rates.   

 

Chairman Ottley adjourned the meeting at 11:45AM upon no further business or discussion 

 

*Jeffrey Pettingill of Alligare provided a product update during lunch, as our sponsor*  

 
 

 
 


