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SPRING EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Lemhi County Extension Office
200 Fulton St, Room 103 — Salmon, ID 83467
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 — 8:00AM (MDT)

Attendance — Officers & Executive Board:

Chair — Mike Ottley Vice Chair — Denise Helsley
Secretary — Chase Youngdahl Treasurer — Sharayh Krantz
Past Chair — Kali Sherrill

Region 1 — Chase Youngdahl, rep Region 2 — Mark Lincoln, rep
Region 3 — Cory Flatt, rep Region 4 — Jason Parker, rep
Region 5 — Cody Clyde, rep Region 6 — Brett Plummer, rep

Attendance — Others:

Scott Dunning (Region 2 alternate), Travis Ashby (Region 5 alternate), Jeremy Johnson (Region 6
alternate), Rhett Hansen (Jefferson County), Steve Anderson (Valley County), Ashlee Forsea (Boise
County), John Franson (guest — Wilbur-Ellis)

Chairman Ofttley called the meeting to order at 9:11AM

Reports

Minutes from Fall Executive Board Meeting: Motion by Denise to approve the minutes of the winter
executive board meeting as presented, dated January 12, 2026, second by Jason. Motion carries unanimous.
No further discussion.

Treasurer’s Report: Sharayh presented the financial report dated February 28, 2026 with a total fund
balance of $19,942.14 with actual expenditures totaling $5,522.10, and pointed out that there are only two
outstanding expenses since the winter meetings; website fee and postage (miscellaneous). She further
presented the income having ticked up slightly due to Benewah County having paid their dues. Mike asked
Sharayh to verify that the retirement gifts had been received due to IAC possibly using inaccurate addresses
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in some cases. It was confirmed that all is taken care of. Motion by Denise to approve the current financial
statement as presented, second by Brett. Motion carries unanimous. No further discussion.

Idaho Noxious Weed Control Association Update: Chase reported that the annual meeting & conjunct
board of directors meeting will be held next week, April 9, where the President vacancy will need to be
filled. He also pointed out that the USFS rep position has been vacant for a while. The only other news to
report was that BLM stakeholders have contacted the Executive Director, Patxi, about gaining support for
listing Halogeton arachnoideus as an Idaho noxious weed due to its poisonous properties and tendency to
populate range and pasture areas. Chase said that the topic will probably be discussed at next week’s
meeting. Some general discussion on Halogeton followed. Kali mentioned that it is on the Twin Falls
County Noxious Weed List.

Idaho Noxious Weed Advisory Committee Update: Sharayh reported that there may be another meeting
to discuss potential cuts to the cost share requests, if needed, but that it’s not clear at this time. Scott asked
how many applications were submitted this year, to which 15 was the consensus from committee members at
the table.

Website Update: Chase reported having updated contacts as needed and email aliases as requested. He also
reported having reflected a requested change in the Region 3 representation, and added the fall executive
board meeting approved minutes. No further edits since the winter executive board meeting. Chase did
point out that the co.’county’.id.us email pathway is being phased out and replaced with .gov pathways for
enhanced cybersecurity, so he reminded board members to check their current email aliases and verify with
him that what’s on the website is currently accurate. He mentioned that 14 counties are still documented in
his records with the pathway that’s phasing out.

Region Reports:

Region 1 — Chase reported that the Boundary County Superintendent position is still open. He said that a
few applications were fielded and interviews were scheduled recently but canceled due to only 1 applicant
being able to show up, so the recruitment process will continue. He reported no other personnel changes,
and shared that he will be hosting a landowner education & pesticide recertification seminar in Bonner
County on May 6. He concluded by reporting that one of his commissioners will not be seeking re-election,
and that the other will have a challenger, leading to a potential board turnover next year.

Region 2 — Mark reported on getting acquainted with the Palouse Prairie Restoration group and he asked
about cost share funding possibilities for seed based on revegetation expenditures being allowable in the state
noxious weed cost share handbook. Some discussion followed, and it was indicated to Mark that seed
reimbursement is allowed through the cost share if it’s for verifiable rehabilitation of land having been
infested with Idaho noxious weeds. Scott announced that Idaho County’s noxious weeds technician of 31
years retired recently, but that he is being retained as an on-call consultant.

Region 3 — Cory reported that he just received permission last week to attend this meeting after recently
taking the region 3 rep position relinquished by Steve. Steve reported that Valley County has new
equipment this year, and that he’s currently recruiting for seasonal assistance. He also reported hosting an
all-day recertification seminar on May 7.

Region 4 — Jason reported having received $60K in community donations for a UAV purchase. Some
discussion on the certification/piloting followed. No personnel updates.

Region 5 — Cody reported that he’s working on early bareground treatments in Oneida County. Travis
indicated that Dwight in Caribou County may be retiring this year.

Region 6 — Sharayh reported the rebranding of the former Lemhi CWMA to the River of No Return CWMA,
and showcased some of their promo items. Brett added that Custer County was incorporated into the newly
drawn boundaries of the RNR CWMA, and there were other minor shifts to some of the outer boundaries.
Some discussion on the promo items followed—including funding (USFS-MOU) & seed packet selections.
Jeremy reported that he’s just waiting on cost share news, but business as usual in Madison County
otherwise. He also reported that Fremont County is doing well and has nothing noteworthy to report.
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General Business

ISDA Updates: Neither Jeremey Varley nor Nic Zurfluh ended up being able to attend due to a conflicting
meeting out of state, and Jeremey was unavailable to call in at the time of the agenda item. Mike brought up
that he’s still in the process of organizing a meeting with Director Tewalt but her office wants an agenda of
discussion items first. He mentioned having summarized the comments received on discussion points, of
which the majority generally revolve around communication and department priorities. Also of note,
concerns with cost share funding timelines and chain-of-command for contacts within the noxious weeds
section were indicated. Cost share and noxious weed free forage discussion followed. There was a
consensus that Jennifer Roman has done a good job with the NWFF program after it being a mess last year.
Members’ working relationships with their region specialists closed out the discussion.

Federal Land & Funding Update: Mike reported that a newly formed US Wildland Fire Service is in the
works, and that federal weeds responsibilities are being proposed to go under this new department. BLM is
in favor of the proposal, but the USFS is not. Mike further explained that this season will be business as
usual, but that next year could reflect a new structure. Mike went on to report that staff in both Senator
Risch’s & Crapo’s offices have maintained open lines of communication with him on supporting federal
funding for weed mitigation. He also reported having briefed the Cattleman’s Association on the issue and
indicated that they are supportive of controlling noxious weeds not just in Idaho, but across the entire
western US. Cattleman reps will be meeting with federal officials in D.C. and Mike told them that his
request to pass along is dedicated funding for noxious weeds, not funding with flexibility that can be piped to
other projects and uses. Scott brought up the US Wildland Fire Service, and discussion followed. There
seems to be some concern about fire personnel not being as astute to weeds as range specialists. Mike
reminded members to voice their concern to legislators.

Legislative Update: Chase reported on the following state legislation of interest from the 2026 session:
S1271 — Rats/Health & Safety — This bill failed in the House 32-38 after passing the Senate. It would have
added Norway & Roof Rats to the Invasive Species/Noxious Weeds rule and given the ISDA regulatory
authority over the mitigation and authorized access to ISDA resources.

S1326 — Access/Lawful Consent — This bill passed both chambers, and aims to curb warrantless search &
seizure with additional safeguards, including civil penalties. The area of focus surrounding the premise of
the bill seemed to be law enforcement and Fish & Game related searches. There is a specific carve-out for
noxious weed & abatement district operations to continue as-is.

HIM13 — Waters of the US — This joint memorial passed both chambers with little debate. The memorial
seeks to codify the SCOTUS interpretation of Waters of the US in the Sackett vs. EPA case, and directs the
US Army Corps of Engineers and the EPA to change their definitions and operating procedures to reflect the
court precedent, which is a much simplified and realistic view on Waters of the US and federal authority.
H960 — Abatement Districts — This is the 3™ iteration of the same piece of legislation (earlier versions were
H554 & H747) and revolves around landowner opt-in/opt-out of mosquito abatement district operations.
After H747 was pulled from the House Reading Calendar and sent to General Orders for revision, it was
printed in Way & Means as H960. The intent of the legislation is to allow landowners an opt-out
opportunity without the stipulation of an alternative management plan, and to restrict aerial applications to
only instances when a Board of County Commissioners declares a public health emergency. With time
running out this legislative session (possibly adjourning sine die this week), it’s unlikely that the bill will
advance.

Chase closed the report by informing the board that HR28 — Ag Rules passed, so that we should be prepared
for the changes in the Pesticide Use rule as of July 1. Main changes of note are the license accreditation
period adjusting from 2 years/16 credits to 5 years/40 credits, and a dedicated license category for UAV
applications.
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Biocontrol Update: Chase wanted to pass along that the entomologist at the Nez Perce Biocontrol Center,
Claudia, is retiring this week and to send requests, report forms and correspondence to
biocontrol@nezperce.org. He thought this was important to have a standalone agenda item due to Claudia
having filled much of the communication void with the NPBC since Paul Brusven retired. Chase then
reminded the board that the request form dedicated to Noxious Weed Superintendents biocontrol
needs/requests is the same form that we’re accustomed to, despite some confusion about that at the winter
meetings.

Chairman Ofttley called a recess at 9:30AM
Chairman Ofttley resumed the meeting at 10:00AM

Palmer Amaranth & Waterhemp Update: Kali reported having attended a task force meeting where crop
farmers expressed continued concern about Palmer Amaranth, and herbicide resistance in crops. She passed
along a request from Dr. Albert Adjeswoir asking county noxious weed superintendents to notify him on
newly discovered infestations of Palmer Amaranth for data & inventory purposes. Pigweed look-alikes were
discussed. Denise mentioned having spotted some in a corn field, and that it can even tower above corn.
Mike brought up regulatory alternatives to noxious weed listings, such as prohibited plants, as a possible
avenue. Following brief discussion, it sounds like the task force members are aware of that. Scott inquired
about genetic sampling for I.D. confirmation. Resources were discussed. Petiole length was mentioned as
being a key 1.D. feature that sets Palmer Amaranth apart from other Pigweeds. Habitat types were also
discussed. The topic was closed out with the consensus that it’s pretty much just a crop production issue.
Spiny Cocklebur: Kali relayed to us that her advisory board in Twin Falls County came to her with the
desire to see this listed as an Idaho noxious weed due to its recent introduction and issues that it causes in
range & pastures. This was brought to the board in the winter meeting, and following that meeting, Mike
gathered feedback from the association on presence of Spiny Cocklebur and whether they support a listing.
Mike relayed that aside from Twin Falls County, the only other county reporting its presence was Franklin,
which Travis mentioned having eradicated the patch that was discovered. 30 counties responded. Chase
pointed out that BONAP, a user generated type mapping system, indicates presence in much of the Treasure
Valley and just to the north, but EDDMaps does not. There was discussion on how reliable or unreliable
these user submissions are. Following some further discussion, based on what we know and have verified,
an EDRR designation seems appropriate. The additional reporting steps for EDRR’s was considered, but
ultimately, the board did not feel that it would create a burden. Motion by Brett for the IANWCS to submit a
petition for listing Spiny Cocklebur, second by Cody. Further discussion—Chase agreed to fill out the
petition on our behalf and send to the Chair & Vice Chair for review and approval before submitting to the
ISDA Rules Review Officer. Motion carries unanimous.

New Business

Annual Meeting Review & Association Participation: Mike initiated the conversation by nudging the
board to help with participation levels within our regions. He mentioned having to practically beg just for
responses on email questions regarding the Spiny Cocklebur and meeting with the ISDA Director. On the
broader level, Kali suggested using the Cattleman’s Association to our advantage for messaging with county
commissioners and state legislators. Chase brought up the other discussion point of our annual meeting, to
which he reported having only received 9 evaluations back out of 26 attending superintendents. Him and
Mike posed questions to the board on what’s important to them regarding the annual meeting and what could
incentivize more robust attendance—whether it’s topics, a return to accreditation, location, format or some
combination of all. It was conceded that it also could have just been an “off” year. Discussion followed,
including ideas for meeting location. Some indicated a preference for not commuting out of Boise for it.
While some like the familiarity of the ISDA meeting space, others would like a hotel meeting space, with the
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Oxford being mentioned as a desirable option if it fits our budget. Chase agreed to look into it, and to poll
the association on preferences.

Fall Executive Board Meeting Location: Scott confirmed that he could host in Grangeville as long as he
works with the Super 8 hotel manager with plenty of lead time due to the uncertainty surrounding the
upcoming wildfire season, stating that Grangeville lodging options can get swamped with wildland
firefighters. He was reminded that the date of the meeting is October 1, so we would be looking for a room
block for the nights of September 30 & October 1. He mentioned that the Super 8 also has a meeting room
in which he will try to arrange for our use, as well. He then offered a post-meeting tour of a wild rose
control plot in conjunction with Corteva.

Miscellaneous Business/Open Discussion:

*Scott shared that he’s working with Montana officials on a conjunct tour in Idaho on a date to be
determined in the first week of May to showcase Turkish Thistle, primarily. He indicated wanting to keep it
a mostly Montana focused gathering, but expressed the value in having one of our board members represent
Idaho on the tour. After brief discussion, Mike volunteered to attend the tour on the condition that the
association assist him with some of the travel expenses. Motion by Chase to support Mike’s attendance on
this tour with travel assistance funding of up to $500, second by Brett. Motion carries unanimous. No
further discussion.

*Sharayh asked about timing for setting the next budget, and whether we do that in the summer meeting or
fall meeting. Chase said that he will review the summer & fall minutes from the last few years and let her
know what we’ve done previously regarding the timeline on building and adopting the budget.

*Jason inquired about weed districts, and if there’s latitude in the noxious weed statute to structure in that
form. He clarified that the question came from his BoCC in looking at additional avenues to gain revenue
beyond the statutory 3% property tax increase. Some discussion followed, and most discussion indicated
that there is likely not a mechanism in the noxious weed statute to allow that structure, but there could
possibly be another area of statute to explore that possibility. It was recommended that he and/or his
commissioners have their civil counsel investigate, being that there is no current model in Idaho to follow, in
terms of noxious weed districts.

*Sharayh reminded the board that the USFS/Salmon Valley Stewardship tour of their cooperative seed
production facility in downtown Salmon will occur after lunch following this meeting.

Chairman Ottley adjourned the meeting at 11:34AM upon no further business or discussion
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