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SUMMER EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

*Virtual — No Principal Location*

Wednesday, July 23 2025 — 8:00AM (PDT) / 9:00AM (MDT)

Attendance — Officers & Executive Board:

Chair — Mike Ottley Vice Chair — Denise Helsley
Secretary — Chase Youngdahl Treasurer — Absent

Past Chair — Dave Wenk

Region 1 — Chase Youngdahl, rep Region 2 — Alan Martinson, rep
Region 3 — Steve Anderson, rep Region 4 — Jason Parker, alt
Region 5 — Travis Ashby, rep Region 6 — Bryce Fowler, rep

Attendance — Others:

Bill Hargrave (Region 1 alternate), Bonnie Davis (Washington County), Kali Sherrill (Twin Falls

County)

Chairman Ottley called the meeting to order at 8:03/9:03AM

Prior to taking up agendized business, Chase pointed out that with our Past Chair, Mitch Whitmill,
having vacated the seat due to retiring earlier this summer, our by-laws state that the most recently
serving prior Past Chair moves back into the position. He followed up by stating that Dave Wenk will
move back into Past Chair, and that he (Chase) will elevate from Region 1 alternate to Region 1 rep.
Further, Shoshone County’s Bill Hargrave agreed to take the Region 1 alternate position.

Reports

Minutes from Spring Executive Board Meeting: Motion by Denise to approve the minutes of the spring
executive board meeting as presented, dated April 9, 2025, second by Steve. Motion carries unanimous.

No further discussion.

Treasurer’s Report: Alan presented the financial report on behalf of Sharayh dated 7/23/2025 with a total
checkbook balance of $19,438.10, and a regular fund balance of $12,263.10. Actual expenses total
$5,094.78, with no pending expenses nor any pending income. A brief discussion followed, with Alan
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clarifying that this is just our running financial statement, and that the FY2026 Budget will be taken up
separately in New Business. Motion by Alan to approve the current financial report as presented, second by
Denise. Motion carries unanimous. No further discussion.

Idaho Noxious Weed Control Association Update: Dave reported that the previous meeting was held
earlier this summer in Bonners Ferry, with Patxi traveling to Boundary County to conduct the meeting and
take an opportunity to meet with local grain growers. He stated that conference planning, including the
coordination of speakers is in progress, and that the conference format will once again be with two tracks
during the breakout sessions as opposed to three tracks as done previous to last year. Dave further reported
that there was a discussion on recommending the addition of two elected officials to the Board of
Directors—one county commissioner and one state legislator—which would require a by-laws change. This
led to a discussion about recommending that the ISDA add elected officials to the Statewide Noxious Weed
Advisory Committee, being that it has become somewhat inactive and disjointed. Alan suggested that our
association should send a letter to the INWCA indicating support for adding two more seats to the INWCA,
as well as the SNWAC. Dave mentioned that the next INWCA meeting is next Thursday, so it would be
ideal to have a letter to Patxi by then. Motion by Alan to send letter of support as described, second by
Denise. Further discussion—Dave expressed a desire to abstain due to the optics surrounding his capacity as
the INWCA Chair. 7 in favor — 1 abstention. Motion carries by majority vote.

Statewide Noxious Weed Advisory Committee Update: Alan & Bryce indicated that there’s no news to
report. Mike mentioned that he worked with ISDA staff on his suspected Cypress Spurge infestation, which
turned out not to be a spurge of any variety.

General Business

IAC Summer Conference Report: Chase reported that the conference was held the 1 week of June in
Coeur d’Alene, and that the association was given a 30-minute slot on the final day of the event. He
summarized the content that he presented; which included the noxious weed statute, noxious weed
budgets/county responsibilities, noxious weed examples and the individual issues they cause/create, noxious
weed categories, integrated management, professional development, association purpose, industry specific
education and role in applicable negotiated rulemaking. Chase then mentioned that the primary questions
were surrounding previously failed petitions to list; Russian Olive and Japanese Yew, and how they can
generate support/resources to address these issues. General discussion followed, and it was mentioned that
we continue with our requests to IAC to present once per year—whether it’s the summer meeting or winter
meeting—unless a pressing/time sensitive issue comes up that necessitates presenting a second time during
the year. Mike thinks it’s good to rotate association members in giving these presentations in order for
commissioners to gain varying perspectives.

Federal Partners Update: Mike reported having run into delays with providing a letter of support for
federal partners to agency heads and elected officials. He has been working with Patxi to draft this letter,
who did draft one, however Mike stated that it only included the INWCA aspect without incorporating
IANWCS. He kicked it back to Patxi for edits to include IANWCS points, but has yet to receive to follow-
up.

Negotiated Rulemaking Update: Chase reported having attended the recently held ZBR meeting for the
seed rule (02.06.01) and summarized the relevant discussion/input. He stated that the primary focus was
standardizing the rule in general to align with national and international germination standards, as well as
cleaning up redundancy. Of interest to our group was a discussion on how to incorporate the weeds on the
noxious weed list (found in both rules; 02.06.09 as well as 02.06.01) with the additional weeds that are
prohibited in seed commodities, and whether or not to separate in different tables or keep in the same table.
Chase then reported that the pesticide rule was open on July 17 for ZBR, but neither he nor anyone in our
association was able to attend. He summarized what he gleaned from the posted Strawman—which
appeared to contain proposed changes to separate drones from the aerial category as a standalone cateogory,
as well as proposing a change to the licensing period. The Strawman indicates a proposal to shift from a 2-
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year licensing period, to a 5-year licensing period, where a professional applicator would need to accrue 40
credit hours during the 5 year period. Chase concluded by reporting that there is no information on the
rulemaking bulletin regarding the noxious weed/invasive species rule—indicating that it is not open for ZBR,
nor was it successfully petitioned to be open.

CWMA Cost Share Discussion: Alan addressed some issues encountered and still ongoing with his
CWMA’s, and the disbursement process. He stated that the Palouse CWMA has yet to receive a funding
disbursement this year, and that the agreement arrived very late in the spring, impacting projects. Dave
spoke about 2024 closeout issues with the Selkirk CWMA from the 2024 cycle dragging out well into 2025,
delaying the process for the 2025 agreement. Chase mentioned having documented a timeline of issues
experienced through the delayed cost share process. Bryce reported that he and Mitch met with Senator
Tammy Nichols and Representative Kevin Andrus, the Chairs of the respective Ag committees, in the spring.
During the visit, Bryce said that he & Mitch conveyed some of the CWMA issues, and that they (Nichols &
Andrus) had no clue and were of the understanding that the program was running smoothly. General
discussion ensued, and it was determined that legislators are mostly only hearing the ISDA narrative and not
getting the full picture from additional stakeholders in noxious weed management. Chase volunteered to
gather information from various CWMAs in the state and report all of what we’re accomplishing with this
funding to either the Senate or House (or both) Ag committee(s) this winter, to demonstrate the importance
of the funding and to offer a voice to the legislature separate from the ISDA’s. The board agreed to revisit
this topic at the fall executive board meeting.

New Business

LIA Participation Discussion: Upon announcing that our Vice-Chair, Denise, is applying for the upcoming
class, a motion was made by Alan to support half of the tuition cost, second by Dave. Further discussion—
Dave mentioned that he will bring this up at next week’s INWCA meeting and provided instruction to
Denise on the application timeline and required content. Motion carries unanimous.

Annual Meeting Format & Location: Alan queried the board on thoughts about format for our 2026
annual meeting, and whether or not we should organize another legislative tour/luncheon. Some discussion
followed. Mike asked if INWCA is planning a legislative lunch or dinner. None of the INWCA board
members in attendance were sure, but speculated probably not. Alan mentioned that the majority of the
feedback from the 2025 tour was positive, and recommended that we consider doing it every other year or
every third year. Mike suggested that perhaps select members of the executive board participate in a
legislative luncheon, but otherwise thought that a return to our traditional two-day annual meeting format
would probably be best. Board members concurred. In terms of meeting locations, Chase presented the
same options that he shared at the spring meeting; the IDFG regional facility in Nampa, the College of
Western Idaho in Nampa, the University of Idaho in Boise and the Canyon County Administration Building.
He once again pointed out the pros & cons of each, and provided pertinent information for the board to
consider, such as rental fees, room layout, parking and logistics. The board instructed him to make a
judgement call on one of these locations based on our needs.

FY2026 Budget Discussion/Adoption: Alan presented the budget line by line and queried the board on
suggestions/edits. Dave thought that it would be good if we increased the speaker gifts amount due to being
in good financial shape, and suggested keeping the snacks/refreshments amount on the high end due to
inflation. Chase requested increasing the awards amount due to a forecasted bumper crop of service
recognitions. General discussion on various line items ensued. Motion by Alan to adopt the FY2026 budget
with the discussed adjustments, second by Dave. Motion carries unanimous. No further discussion.

Fall Executive Board Meeting, October 1: Steve reported having secured the city hall in Donnelly for the
meeting, and further reported that the nearby Boulder Creek Inn is walking distance and has reasonable room
rates. He mentioned that the government rate will probably be in the range of $70-$80 per night, but he still
needs to solidify that information. He did say that they were noncommittal to a block reservation, but plans
on asking again, and pointed out that we should be fine either way due to a seasonal lull (following the
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summer tourist traffic and prior to hunting season). He closed by mentioning that there is a higher end hotel
option in Cascade, if desired.
Miscellaneous Business/Open Discussion: None

Chairman Ofttley adjourned the meeting at 9:284AM/10:28AM upon no further business or discussion
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